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St. James Anglican Church 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

Sunday, July 19th, 2026 

Holy Eucharist & Anointing – 10 a.m. 

Celebrant & Homilist: The Ven. John Anderson & Rev. Carol Hardie 

Guest Musician: Brent Mayhew 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 

Prelude 
 
Opening Hymn #474 “Jesus, Where’er Thy People Meet” 
 
The Gathering of the Community  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.  

And also with you.  

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 

you no secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the 

inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 

worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Gathering Prayer 

O God of Jacob, you speak in the light of day and in the dark of 

night when our sleeping is filled with dreams of heaven and earth; 

may we be open and watchful to your presence in our midst; 

through Jesus Christ, your dream made flesh. Amen. Revised Common 

Lectionary Prayers (2002) alt. 

 

Proclamation of the Word  
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Psalm 139: 1-11, 22-23 

O LORD, you have searched me and known me.You know when I sit 

down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from far away. You 

search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all 

my ways. Even before a word is on my tongue, LORD, you know it 

completely. You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand 

upon me. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I 

cannot attain it. Where can I go from your spirit? Or where can I flee 

from your presence? If I ascend to heaven, you are there; if I make 

my bed in Sheol, you are there. If I take the wings of the morning and 

settle at the farthest limits of the sea, even there your hand shall lead 

me, and your right hand shall hold me fast. If I say, ‘Surely the darkness 

shall cover me, and the light around me become night’, I hate them 

with perfect hatred; I count them, my enemies. Search me, O God, 

and know my heart; test me and know my thoughts. 

 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

Romans 8: 12 –25  

So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live 

according to the flesh— for if you live according to the flesh, you will 

die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you 

will live. For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. For 

you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you 

have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, ‘Abba! Father!’  it is 

that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of 

God, and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—

if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. I 

consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth 
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comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. For the creation 

waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; for 

the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will 

of the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set 

free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the 

glory of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has 

been groaning in labour pains until now; and not only the creation, 

but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly 

while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies.  For in hope 

we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for 

what is seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with 

patience. 

 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.  

Thanks be to God.  

 

The Gospel 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven may 

be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field; but 

while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds 

among the wheat and then went away.  So when the plants came up 

and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well.  And the slaves of 

the householder came and said to him, “Master, did you not sow 

good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come 

from?” He answered, “An enemy has done this.” The slaves said to 

him, “Then do you want us to go and gather them?” But he replied, 
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“No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along 

with them.  Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at 

harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind 

them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.”’ 

 

Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples 

approached him, saying, ‘Explain to us the parable of the weeds of 

the field.’  He answered, ‘The one who sows the good seed is the Son 

of Man; the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of 

the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, and the 

enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, 

and the reapers are angels.  Just as the weeds are collected and 

burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age.  The Son of Man 

will send his angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes 

of sin and all evildoers, and they will throw them into the furnace of 

fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  Then the 

righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let 

anyone with ears listen! (Matthew 13: 24-30, 36-43) 

 

The Gospel of Christ.  

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ 

 

Sermon Archdeacon John Anderson 

 

Apostle’s Creed 

Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by 

the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered 
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under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended 

into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come 

again to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 

holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayers of the People  Rev. Carol Hardie 

 

Confession and Absolution 

Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; he 

welcomes sinners and invites them to his table. Let us confess our sins, 

confident in God’s forgiveness. 

 

Silence is kept.  

 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry and we 

humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on 

us and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in your 

ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.  

 

Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all 

your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you 

in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Peace 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  

And also with you. 
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Offertory Hymn #447 “Lord, We Here Your Word with Gladness” 

 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

 

Prayer over Offering 

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth 

and nourish your whole creation. Turn our hearts toward those who 

hunger in any way, so that all may know your care; and prepare us 

now to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord.  

Amen. Evangelical Lutheran Worship (2006) alt. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 3  

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth; you are 

the source of light and life for all your creation, you made us in your 

own image, and call us to new life in Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices to proclaim the glory of 

your name.  

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are 

full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in 

the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  

 

We give thanks to you, Lord our God, for the goodness and love you 

have made known to us in creation; in calling Israel to be your people; 
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in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word 

made flesh, Jesus your Son. For in these last days, you sent him to be 

incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Saviour and Redeemer of 

the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy 

to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, 

out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.  

 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death a death he 

freely accepted, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 

given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 

“Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, 

he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of 

the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 

forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance 

of me.” Therefore, Father, according to his command, we remember 

his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his coming in glory; 

 

and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord of 

all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, 

that they may be the sacrament of the body of Christ and his blood 

of the new covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we, 

made acceptable in him, may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
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In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ, and make them 

new, and bring us to that city of light where you dwell with all your 

children; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the 

head of the Church, and the author of our salvation; by whom, and 

with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and 

glory are yours, almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ.  

We, being many, are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 

 

The Communion  

The gifts of God for the People of God.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

Communion Hymn(s) 

#80 “We Hail There Now, O Jesus” 

#63 “Eat this Bread, Drink this Cup” (Chorus Only) 

 

 

 



9 
 

Prayer after Communion  

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you 

have united us with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now 

send us forth in the power of your Spirit, so that we may proclaim your 

redeeming love to the world and continue forever in the risen life of 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. Evangelical Lutheran Worship (2006) alt. 

 

Glory to God, whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more 

than we can ask or imagine. Glory to God from generation to 

generation, in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

Announcements 

 

Blessing 

 

Closing Hymn#262 “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” 

 

Dismissal 
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