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ST. JAMES’ ANGLICAN CHURCH                                         

Sunday April 27th, 2025  

Second Sunday of Easter                

Morning Prayer - 8 am - 10 am 

Officiants: Mae Cox and Beth Morum, Lay-Readers 

Director of Music:  Jeff Campbell  

__________________________________________________________________ 

  

 

Piano Prelude 

  

Opening Hymn #330 (CP) “O Praise Ye the Lord”   Laudate Dominum 

                                                                                                      

Welcome 

 

The Gathering of the Community  

 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen. 

The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 

  

Let us praise our God 

who has given us life and hope by raising Jesus from the dead. 

  

Let us rejoice, then, even in our distress. 

We shall be counted worthy when Christ appears. 

  

O God, you have claimed us as your own 

and called us from our darkness into the light of your day. 

  

Alleluia!  Christ is risen. 

The Lord is risen indeed.  Alleluia! Blessed be God:  Source of all 

being, eternal Word and Holy Spirit. Blessed be God for ever. 

 

Gathering Hymn  “O Beauty Ever Ancient”                   Ancient Beauty 
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V1 

O beauty ever ancient, O beauty ever new; divine and Holy 

Presence, my being sings to you, in gratitude, in worship my being 

sings to you! 

  

V2 

O beauty in creation, in world of sound and sight, O beauty in the 

silence, in darkness as in light, in gratitude, in worship my being sings 

to you! 

  

V3 

O beauty that is movement in liquid line of grace, O beauty that is 

stillness in lovely form or face, in gratitude, in worship my being sings 

to you! 

  

V4 

O beauty of the Spirit where love is shining through, O beauty ever 

ancient, O beauty ever new, in gratitude, in worship my being sings 

to you!  

 

Gathering Prayer  

 

Risen Christ, for whom no door is locked, no entrance barred: open 

the doors of our hearts, so that we may seek the good of others and 

walk the joyful road of sacrifice and peace, to the praise of God, the 

Source of all life. Amen. (Common Worship: Additional Collects (2004) alt.) 

  

Christ our Passover 

 
(The congregation remains standing and says together.) 

  

Alleluia! Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; therefore, let 

us keep the feast, not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and 

evil, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth. Alleluia! 
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Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; death no 

longer has dominion over him. The death that he died, he died to sin, 

once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So also consider 

yourselves dead to sin, and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Alleluia! 

 

Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who 

have fallen asleep. For since by a man came death, by a man has 

come also the resurrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so 

also in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia! 

 

The Proclamation of the Word              

    

A Reading from the Acts 5.27-32  

 

When they had brought them, they had them stand before the 

council. The high priest questioned them, saying, ‘We gave you strict 

orders not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem 

with your teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s 

blood on us.  But Peter and the apostles answered, ‘We must obey 

God rather than any human authority.  The God of our ancestors 

raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree.  God 

exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Saviour, so that he might 

give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.   And we are 

witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has 

given to those who obey him.’  

  

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.  Thanks be to God. 

  

The Responsory (congregation to read the bolded text) 

  

Death is swallowed up in victory.  

Where, O death, is your sting?  

  

Christ is risen from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen 

asleep. Death is swallowed up in victory.  
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The trumpet will sound and the dead shall be raised.  

Where, O death, is your sting?  

We shall not all sleep, but we shall be changed. Death is swallowed 

up in victory. Where, O death, is your sting? 

  

Psalm 118.14-29  

  

The Lord is my strength and my song, * and he has become my 

salvation.  

  

There is a sound of exultation and victory * in the tents of the 

righteous:  

  

” The right hand of the Lord has triumphed! * the right hand of the 

Lord is exalted! the right hand of the Lord has triumphed!”  

  

I shall not die, but live, * and declare the works of the Lord.  

  

The Lord has punished me sorely, * but he did not hand me over to 

death.  

  

Open for me the gates of righteousness; * I will enter them; I will offer 

thanks to the Lord.  

  

” This is the gate of the Lord; * he who is righteous may enter.”  

  

I will give thanks to you, for you answered me * and have become 

my salvation.  

  

The same stone which the builders rejected * has become the chief  

cornerstone. 

  

This is the Lord’s doing, * and it is marvellous in our eyes.  

  

On this day the Lord has acted; * we will rejoice and be glad in it.  

Hosannah, Lord, hosannah! * Lord, send us now success.  
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Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord; * we bless you from 

the house of the Lord.  

  

God is the Lord; he has shined upon us; * form a procession with  

branches up to the horns of the altar.  

  

” You are my God, and I will thank you; * you are my God, and I will 

exalt you.”  

  

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; * his mercy endures for ever. 

  

A Reading from the Book of Revelation 1.4-8  

 

John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 

  

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is 

to come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, and 

from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and 

the ruler of the kings of the earth. 

  

To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and 

made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him 

be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

So, it is to be. Amen.  ‘I am the Alpha and the Omega’, says the Lord 

God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty. 

  

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.  Thanks be to God.  

 

  

 

 Look! He is coming with the clouds; 

    every eye will see him, 

even those who pierced him; 

    and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. 
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 Before Gospel                                                         

                                                 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

  

The Gospel       John 20.19-31 

  

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the 

doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear 

of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace 

be with you.’ After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 

side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.  Jesus said 

to them again, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I 

send you.’  When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 

them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive the sins of any, they are 

forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.’  

  

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not 

with them when Jesus came.  So the other disciples told him, ‘We 

have seen the Lord.’ But he said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of 

the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and 

my hand in his side, I will not believe.’ 

  

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was 

with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood 

among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, 

‘Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and 

put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him, 

‘My Lord and my God!’  Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed 

because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen 

and yet have come to believe.’ 
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Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, 

which are not written in this book.   But these are written so that you 

may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah,  the Son of God, and 

that through believing you may have life in his name.  

  

The Gospel of Christ. 

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

After Gospel                                                                                                            

  

Homily         Mae Cox 

 

Anthem  “Gracious Spirit Dwell with Me”                        arr. K. Lee Scott 

  

The St. James’ Choir     

 

Affirmation of Faith    Hear, O Israel  

  

Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your 

God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with 

all your strength. This is the first and the great commandment. The 

second is like it: Love your neighbour as yourself. There is no 

commandment greater than these.  

 

Peace 

 

When Jesus came to his disciples during Easter season, passing 

through walls and locked doors, he greeted them, saying, “Peace 

be with you!” And so, I invite you to greet one another with the 

words, “Peace be with you,”  “And also with you.” 

 

Offertory  Hymn #244 (CP)  “We Walk By Faith”                             Shanti                                                                                                 
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Prayer over the Offering 

 

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you 

shower us with blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, 

give us glad and generous hearts, ready to praise you and to 

respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. 

Amen. (Evangelical Lutheran Worship (2006) alt.) 

  

Prayers of the People                                        Beth Morum,  Lay-Reader 

  

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

Rejoicing in God’s new creation and gathering our prayers and 

praises into one, let us pray as our Saviour taught us,  

 

And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 

our daily bread.  And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for 

ever and ever.  Amen. 

  

Hymn #224  “Wake, Arise, Lift Up Your Voice”                       Richmond 

  

Dismissal and Blessing 

  

From where we are to where you need us, 

Jesus, Now Lead On. 

  

From the familiarity of what we know to the wonder of what you will  

reveal, Jesus Now Lead On. 

  

To transform the fabric of the world until it is resembling the shape of 

your kingdom, Jesus Now Lead On. 
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Because good things have been prepared for those who love God, 

Jesus, Now Lead On.   (A Wee Worship Book, Wild Goose Resource 

Group) 

  

Recessional Hymn: #207 (CP) “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”   

                                                                                                         Salzburg 

 

Dismissal 

 

Let us bless the Lord.  Alleluia. Alleluia.  

Thanks be to God. Alleluia. Alleluia.   

   

Benediction  “I Offer My Life”                                                arr. D. Moen 

  

All that I am, all that I have, I lay them down before You, O Lord; All 

my regrets, all my acclaim, the joy and the pain, I’m making them 

Yours. 

  

Lord, I offer my life to You, everything I’ve been through, use it for 

Your glory.  Lord, I offer my days to You, lifting my praise to You as a 

pleasing sacrifice. Lord, I offer You, my life. 

  

Piano Postlude: “To a Wild Rose”                       arr. Edward MacDowell 
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             The Flowers in the church today, are to the Glory                   

                 of God and in loving memory of: 

  

Patrick Slattery - from Wendy and family.         

  

  

————————————————————————————————  

  

  

Tuesday April 29th, 2025 

 

 Spiritual Renewal Online Workshop - 12 - 1pm 

  

Sunday May 4th, 2025 

 

Food Bank Sunday  

FundScrip Sunday 

  

Saturday May 10th, 2025 

 

A.C.W. Spring Sale - 9:30 am - 1:30 pm 

  

Saturday May 24th, 2025 

 

Pennywise Shop open - 10 am - 2 pm 

  

Saturday May 31st, 2025 

 

Choir Fundraiser - Please mark this date on your calendar and plan 

to come out to help raise much needed funds for the church. 
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