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ST. JAMES’ ANGLICAN CHURCH                                         

January 12th, 2025  

The Baptism of the Lord                 

Holy Eucharist -10:00 am 

Celebrant and Homilist Ven. John E. Anderson  

Assisting Rev. Carol Hardie 

Director of Music:  Jeff Campbell  
________________________________________________________________________ 

  

  

  

  

Organ Prelude   

 

Processional Hymn #393(CP)     “Immortal, Invisible”                St. Denio                                  

                 

Welcome              

                                                                                                                                 

Gathering of the Community 

 

In the beginning, God… 

Swept over waters, spoke light into existence, created day and night 

and called it good. 

As the days and nights of creation filled with life, God… 

Made humanity out of the dirt to love and tend creation, to be loved 

and tended by God. 

As we lost our way, God… 

Sent Jesus, Love Incarnate, to show us the way back. 

On the day Jesus came to the banks of the Jordan River to be 

baptized, God… 

Declared, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 

pleased.” 

Let us, then, follow Jesus into the waters, remembering our baptism in 

which God… 

Claims us as beloved children, the family of God. 
Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, July 2023. 
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Almighty God, 

to you all hearts are open,  

all desires known,  

and from you no secrets are hidden. 

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord.  Amem. 

  

Gloria # 702(CP)                                                                    Mass of Hope 
Christina Bosco, Soloist.  Congregation & Choir please join on each refrain. 

 

Gathering Prayer 

 

God of grace and glory, you call us with your voice from heaven to 

be your people, fruitful and courageous. As your beloved Son 

embraced his mission in the waters of baptism, inspire us with your 

Spirit to join in his transforming work. We ask this in the name of our 

Saviour Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the 

Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  
Revised Common Lectionary Prayers (2002) alt 

  

Proclamation of the Word  

  

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF ISAIAH 43:1-7 pg. 704 

        

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.  Thanks be to God.  

                                             

READING FROM THE BOOK OF ACTS 8:14-17 pg. 1064 

  

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.  Thanks be to God. 

  

The Gospel       Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

  

Before Gospel #36 (CP) “Now There Is No Male or Female”  

                            Verse 1                                                 Omni Die 
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The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Luke. 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  

  

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning 

in their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the 

Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, ‘I baptize you with 

water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not 

worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the 

Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear his 

threshing-floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the 

chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’ 

Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had 

been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened,  and the 

Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a 

voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I 

am well pleased.’ 

                                                                                 

The Gospel of Christ. 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

After Gospel #36 (CP) “Now There Is No Male or Female”     Omni Die 

              Verse 2 

                      

Sermon Archdeacon John 

  

Reaffirmation of Baptismal Vows 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

 

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over water the 

Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation. Through water you 

led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land 

of promise. 
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In water your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was 

anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, 

through his death and  resurrection, from the bondage of sin into 

everlasting life.  

  

We thank you, Father, for the water of baptism. In it we are buried 

with Christ in his death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we 

are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore, in joyful obedience to your 

Son, we celebrate our fellowship in him in faith. 

  

We pray that all who have passed through the water of baptism 

may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Saviour.  To 

him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honour and glory, now and 

for  ever. Amen. 

  

Dear friends, through the paschal mystery we have been buried with 

Christ in baptism, so that we may rise with him to a new life. Let us 

renew the promises we made in baptism to serve God faithfully in his 

holy catholic Church.  

  

Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your 

commitment to Jesus Christ?  

  

I do.  

  

Do you believe in God the Father? I believe in God, the Father 

almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

  

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? I believe in Jesus 

Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the 

Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the 

dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to 

judge the living and the dead.  
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Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 

holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

  

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the 

breaking of bread, and in the prayers? I will, with God’s help.  

  

Will you persevere in resisting evil and, whenever you fall into sin, 

repent and return to the Lord? I will, with God’s help.  

  

Will you proclaim by word and example the good news of God in 

Christ? I will, with God’s help.  

  

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbour as 

yourself? I will, with God’s help.  

  

Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect 

the dignity of every human being? I will, with God’s help.  

  

Will you strive to safeguard the integrity of God’s creation, and 

respect, sustain and renew the life of the Earth? I will, with God’s 

help.  

  

Celebrant: Let us pray, God the creator, the rock of our salvation, 

has given us new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed 

upon us the forgiveness of sins, through our Lord Jesus Christ. May he 

keep us faithful to our calling, now and for ever. Amen. 

  

Anthem   “Down To The River To Pray”                                 arr. L. Larson 

  

The St. James’ Choir 

  
“You are invited to dip your fingers in the baptismal font and make a sign of the 

cross either before or after communion”. 

  

Prayers of the People                                Beth Morum  Lay-Reader 
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Confession and Absolution 

 

Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; 

he welcomes sinners and invites them to his table. Let us confess our 

sins, confident in God’s forgiveness.   

  

Silence is Kept 

 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly sorry and 

we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy 

on us and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.  

  

Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from 

all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep 

you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Peace 

 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

  
   (You are invited to share the peace in a manner comfortable to you.) 

  

Offertory Hymn#649 (CP)  “Breathe on Me, Breath of God”  Trentham 

  

Prayer over the Gifts 

 

God of life and freedom, we celebrate the revelation of Jesus as the 

Christ who makes all creation new. Accept all we offer you this day 

and make us new in him, who is Lord for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Celebration of the Eucharist 

 

Eucharistic Prayer No. 3 (BAS pg.198) 

 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  

  

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord.  

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

  

Blessed are you, gracious Gold, creator of heaven and earth; by 

water and the Holy Spirit you have made us a holy people in Jesus 

Christ our Lord; you renew that mystery in bread and wine and 

nourish us, to show forth your glory in the world. Therefore with angels 

and archangels, and with all the holy people you have served you in 

every age, we raise the voices to proclaim the glory of your name.  

  

#719 (CP) “Holy, Holy, Holy”                                                  Land of Rest 

  

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are 

full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in 

the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  

  

We give thanks to you, Lord our God, for the goodness and love you 

have made known to us in creation; in calling Israel to be your 

people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in 

the Word made flesh, Jesus your Son. For in these last days you sent 

him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Saviour and 

Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and 

made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us 

out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into 

life.  
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On the night he was handed over to suffering and death a death he 

freely accepted, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 

given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 

“Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

  

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given 

thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my 

blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for 

the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the 

remembrance of me.” 

  

Therefore, Father, according to his command, we remember his 

death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his coming in glory; 

and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord of 

all; presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 

  

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, 

that they may be the sacrament of the body of Christ and his blood 

of the new covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we, 

made acceptable in him, may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 

  

In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ, and make them 

new, and bring us to that city of light where you dwell with all your 

children; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, 

the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation; 

  

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father, now and for 

ever.  Amen. 

  

#747 (CP)  “Jesus, Lamb of God”                                   Schubert/Proulx 

  
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace. 
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The Lord’s Prayer  

  

And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 

our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for 

ever and ever.  Amen. 

  

Breaking of the Bread #6 Incarnation 

 

We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world. 

God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light and life. 

  

The Communion 

 

The gifts of God for the People of God.  Thanks be to God. 

  

Communion Hymn: #612 (CP)   “Healer of Our Every Ill”   

                                                                                   Healer Of Our Every Ill 

  

Hymn   “Christ, When For Us You Were Baptized”                      Jackson 

    

V1 

Christ, when for us you were baptized, God’s Spirit on you came, as 

peaceful as a dove, and yet as urgent as a flame. 

  

V2 

God called you the beloved Son, called you the servant true; sent 

you the kingdom to proclaim, God’s holy will to do. 

  

V3 

Straight-way and steadfast until death you then obeyed the call, 

freely as Son of Man to serve and give your life for all. 
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V4 

Baptize us with your Spirit, Lord; your cross on us be signed, that 

likewise in God’s service we may perfect freedom find. 

  

Anthem           “As The Deer”                                      arr. Nystrom/Larson 

The St. James’ Choir 

  

Prayer after Communion 

 

Gracious God, lover of all, by this sacrament you make us one family 

in Christ your Son, one in the sharing of his body and blood, one in 

the communion of his Spirit. Help us to grow in love for one another 

and come to the full maturity of the Body of Christ. We ask this in his 

name. Amen. 

  

Glory to God,  

Whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask 

or imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the 

Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen. 

  

Blessing 

  

Announcements  

  

Recessional Hymn  #551 (CP)  “My Faith Looks Up To Thee”     Olivet 

  

Dismissal  

 

We are followers of Jesus, inspired by the Holy Spirit, and serving the 

world God love.  Thanks be to God. 
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Sung Benediction  “May the Peace of God Be Your Peace” 

                                                                                              arr. N. McLaren 

  

May the peace of God be your peace. May the love of God be the 

love you show. May the joy of God be the joy you know, and may 

the world that God would see be found in you. 

  

Organ Postlude 
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