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ST. JAMES’ ANGLICAN CHURCH        National Indigenous Day of Prayer 

June 23rd, 2024 

Holy Eucharist 10:00 a.m. 

Homilist: The Venerable John E. Anderson 

Celebrant: The Reverend Carol Hardie, Honourary Assistant 

Director of Music: Jeff Campbell 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Organ Prelude   “My Jesus I  Love Thee”                                           David Hegarty 

  

Processional Hymn 429 “For the Beauty of the Earth”                                           Dix  

  

Welcome 

 

Land Acknowledgement Rosemarie Freeman 

 

We acknowledge the first people who walked this land before us. The land on 

which we gather is the ancestral territory of the Anishinabek (ah-nish-in-nah-

bek) Nation, specifically the Chippewas of Rama First Nation. This territory is 

covered by the John Collins Purchase of 1785 and the Williams Treaties.  

  

We gratefully acknowledge the beauty and bounty of the land where we live, 

and our gratitude for the earth, the provider of all that is required to sustain 

physical life. We, as the youngest visitors here upon the earth, must ensure that 

the earth is here for the future generations of all beings that live upon her. 

  

We recognize the enduring presence of Indigenous peoples connected to and 

on this land. We are grateful for the opportunity to gather on this territory and 

work in this community, and we commit ourselves to the work of reconciliation 

with Indigenous peoples. 

  

Gathering of the Community 

  

One  Creator from the dawn of time you have called us into relationship 

with you and one another. 

All  Open our hearts to you and to each other. 

   

One  Creator you have offered us a way to reconciliation through the life, 

witness, and resurrection of Jesus the Christ. 

All  Help us to hear and respond, to own our mistakes, and to make right 

what our ancestors put in place. 
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Gathering Hymn “Let Us Build A House”                                                      Two Oaks 

  

V1 Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safely live, a place 

where saints and children tell how hearts learn to forgive. Built of hopes and 

dreams and visions, rock of faith and vault of grace; here the love of Christ shall 

end divisions: All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 

  

V3 Let us build a house where love is found in water, wine and wheat; a 

banquet hall on holy ground, where peace and justice meet. Here the love of 

God, through Jesus, is revealed in time and space; as we share in Christ the 

feast that frees us: All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this 

place. 

  

V5 Let us build a house where all are named, their songs and visions heard 

and loved and treasured, taught and claimed as words within the Word. Built of 

tears and cries and laughter, prayers of faith and songs of grace; let this house 

proclaim from floor to rafter: All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome 

in this place! 

  

The Gathering Prayer 

One  Creator God, 

All  from you every family in heaven and earth takes its name. 

You have rooted and grounded us in your covenant love and empowered us 

by your Spirit to speak the truth in love, and to walk in your way towards justice 

and wholeness. Mercifully grant that your people, journeying together in 

partnership, may be strengthened, and guided to help one another to grow into 

the full stature of Christ, who is our light and our life. Amen. 

   

Proclamation of the Word  

 

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF ISAIAH 

 

Isaiah 40:25-31   page 701 

  

Reader Listen for the leading of the Spirit 

All  Thanks be to God 

  

 A READING FROM THE BOOK OF PHILIPPIANS 

  

Philippians 4: 4-9   page 1140 
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Reader Listen for the leading of the Spirit 

All  Thanks be to God 

  

Gospel Acclamation   “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah!”                 Caribbean Melody 

  

Halle, halle, hallelujah! Halle, halle, hallelujah! 

Halle, halle, hallelujah!  

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

  

The Gospel Reading   Creator’s Word Comes Down     Mae Cox, Lay-Reader 

 

May God be with you.  

And also with you. 

  

The Gospel of Jesus the Christ according to John. 

Glory to you Jesus the Christ.  

  

Long ago, in the time before all days, before the creation of all things, the one 

who is known as the Words was there face to face with the Great Spirit.  This 

Word full represents Creator and shows us who he is and what he is like.  He has 

always been there from the beginning, for the Word and Creator are one and 

the same.  Through the Word all things came into being, and not one thing 

exists that he did not create. 

  

Creator’s life shined out from the Word, giving light to all human beings.  This is 

the true Light the comes to all the peoples of the world and shines on 

everyone.  The Light shines into the darkness, and the darkness cannot 

overcome it or put it out. 

  

Into the wilderness of the Land of Promise (Judea) came a man named Gift of 

Goodwill (John).  He was sent by the Great Spirit to tell what he knew about the 

Light so everyone could believe.  He was not the Light but came to speak the 

truth about the Light.  The true Light that shines on all people was coming into 

the darkness of the world. 

  

He came down into this world, and even though he made all things, the world 

did not recognize him.  Even his own tribe did not welcome or honour him.  But 

all who welcome and trust him receive their birthright as children of the Great 
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Spirit.  They are born in a new way, not from a human father’s plans or desires, 

but born from above - by the Great Spirit. 

  

Creator’s Word became a flesh-and-blood human being and pitched his 

sacred tent among us, living as one of us.  We looked upon his great beauty 

and saw how honourable he was, the din of honour held only by this one Son 

who fully represents his Father - full of his great kindness and truth. 

  

Gift of Goodwill (John) told what he knew about him and cried out with a loud 

voice. “The one I have told you about is here!  He comes after me, but is much 

greater - my elder! He has more honour, for even though he is thought to be 

younger, he existed before I was born.”   

 

From the fullness of his being we have all had many gifts of kindness poured out 

on us.  Drawn from the Water (Moses) gave us our tribal laws. but the gift of 

great kindness and truth came from Creator Sets Fee (Jesus), the Chosen One. 

  

No one has ever seen the Great Spirit, but the one Son, who is himself the Great 

Spirit and closest to the Father’s heart, has shown us what he is like. 

John 1: 1-18 (First Nations Version, An Indigenous Translation of the New 

Testament) 

  

The Gospel of Christ 

Praise to you, Jesus the Christ  

  

Gospel Acclamation   “Halle, Halle, Hallelujah!”                       Caribbean Melody 

  

Halle, halle, hallelujah! Halle, halle, hallelujah! 

Halle, halle, hallelujah!  

Hallelujah! Hallelujah! 

  

Sermon Archdeacon John E. Anderson 
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Anthem  “Seek Ye First”                                                                   arr. Karen Lafferty 

                 The St. James’ Choir 

  

Seek ye first the kingdom of God and its righteousness, and all these things shall 

be added unto you; alleluia!  

  

Ask and it shall be given unto you, seek and ye shall find, knock and the door 

shall be opened unto you; alleluia! 

  

Silence is kept for reflection. 

  

Affirmation of Faith The Apostle’s Creed 

  

Presider Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say, 

All I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power 

of the Holy Spirit and born of Virgin Mary. 

  

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 

descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to 

judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 

Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

  

The Prayers of the People   Beth Morum, Lay-Reader  

  

Confession and Absolution  

  

One  And with the disciples we ask, “But, Jesus when have we seen you 

hungry and given you food, or thirsty and given you something to drink? And 

when was it that we saw a stranger and welcomed you, or naked and gave 

you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and visited 

you? 

  

All  We confess that we fail to see Jesus in the people around us, in those 

we love and those we do not love. Gracious God, lest we think our words alone 

are sufficient, today as we confess - we fall silent before you. 

  

Silence is held for personal confession. 
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One  May God, who is our constant companion surround us with love and 

grace.  God has accepted our confession, we are forgiven, and the blessing of 

God, Creator, Word, and Life-Giving Spirit be with us now and for evermore. 

All Amen. 

  

The Peace (Please stand if able) 

  

Presider May the peace of Jesus the Christ be with you all. 

All  And also with you. 

  

(All may exchange a sign of peace with a bow, a smile but please no physical 

contact) 

  

Offertory Hymn 312 “Sing a New Song Unto the Lord”                 Sing A New Song  

    

The Celebration of the Eucharist 

  

Prayer over the Gifts 

 

Presider Covenant God, 

All As a sign of devotion to you and your vision for the world, we bring these 

gifts. May they bring light to those who have lost their way, hope to the 

despairing, and freedom for those held in bondage. In Christ’s name, we pray.  

Amen. 

 

Eucharistic Prayer                                      ACC National Indigenous Prayer 

  

One  The Creator is with you.  

All  And also with you.  

  

One  Open your hearts to God  

All  We pray for our hearts to be filled.  

  

One  Let us give thanks to the Creator.  

All  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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One  Creator God, from the depths of our hearts we give you thanks. From 

the rising sun in the East, to the soft rains of the South, to the setting sun in the 

West, to the coldness of the North, we come together to lift our hearts to you, in 

thanksgiving for the first fruits of this season, and for the gift of reconciliation, 

healing and new life that we have through your gift of Jesus the Christ. We 

unite with all creation and with the angels, guardian spirits, the saints and all our 

forebearers to join in everlasting thanksgiving and praise as we say:  

  

All  Holy, holy, holy, God of all that was and is and will be until the end of 

time. In you is all power, honour and glory. Everything in the heavens and on 

earth and in the spirit, world cries out to you and gives everlasting praise to your 

glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the One who comes in your name. 

Hosanna in the highest.  

  

One  Holy God, Great Spirit, you are the Holy One who made the sun, the 

moon, the stars, and the planets. You are the Holy One who made all that lives 

on the face of the earth, all our forbearers. We marvel at all your creation. 

Blessed are you who prepared many ways to your heart for all your people, 

through the prophets and leaders of Israel, and through all those whose love for 

you, opened their hearts and minds to your wisdom, preparing the way for your 

Son’s walk on the earth. Through your Spirit your Son took on flesh and blood 

and was born of your servant Mary. Because of your everlasting love for us, 

Jesus gave of himself, even to suffering. He carried the burdens of his people. 

Jesus taught us to let go of ourselves. He fulfilled your love for us through his 

resurrection and reconciled us to you forever. Before your son, our Saviour, 

Jesus, was given up to death, he took bread and gave you thanks. He broke 

the bread, gave it to his disciples and said: Take this all of you and eat it. This is 

my body, which will be given up for you. Then, he took the cup. Again, he gave 

you thanks and praise, gave the cup to his disciples and said: Take this, all of 

you, and drink it. This is the cup of my blood, the blood of the new and 

everlasting covenant. It will be shed for you and for all so that sins may be 

forgiven. Do this in memory of me. Creator, Great Spirit, Holy One, we offer you 

this living bread; and we offer you this life saving cup, as we proclaim the 

mystery of our faith;  

All  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

  

One  Creator, Great Spirit, Holy One, let your Spirit move among us and 

come upon these gifts of Mother Earth and make them Holy, so that they will 

become for us the mystic food of your son, Jesus the Christ. Look upon your 

people as we offer ourselves up to you in union with all whom you join together 
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by your Holy and Great Spirit. We thank you for allowing us to stand in your 

presence and praise you. Creator, Great Spirit, from whom all holiness comes, 

remember us your people. Let not our ears grow deaf to your voice but open 

them to hear your voice in the wind. Let not our eyes grow dim but open them 

to see your gifts in all creation. Let not our hearts grow cold with bitterness, but 

soften them to grow in brightness and strength, to grow in love for you and all 

your creation. Guide our footsteps that we may walk our spiritual path in truth 

and kindness. Bless our hands that we will always reach out with love to one 

another. Bless us with wisdom to follow the right directions, so that we may have 

the courage we need to face the sunrise and the sunset as we strive to 

complete our circle. Remember our Grandmothers and Grandfathers and all 

our forbearers that have begun their heavenly life. Guide those who look after 

the spiritual life of your people. Make us worthy to share eternal life with Mary, 

the mother of Jesus, Anna his grandmother, with the leaders of the people, the 

apostles, martyrs, and saints, may we join in union with them and give you glory 

through your Son Jesus the Christ. Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, in the 

unity of the Spirit who draws us together, all glory and honour are yours, for ever 

and ever.  

All Amen.  

  

Presider Let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

All  Our father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 

us our sin as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, 

and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, and the power, and the glory are 

yours, now and forever. Amen. 

  

Statement of the Community 

 

Presider We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

All  We, being many, are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 

  

Presider The gifts of God for the people of God.  

All  Thanks be to God.  

  

Agnus Dei ((CP 747)                                                                         Schubert/Proulx 

  

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.  Jesus, Lamb of God have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. Jesus, redeemer, redeemer of the 

world, give us your peace, give us your peace. 
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The Communion 

  

Hymn 408  “Wind Upon the Waters”                                   Wind Upon The Waters 

  

Hymn “God, Who Made the Earth”                                                      Sommerlied 

  

V1  God, who made the earth, the air, the sky, the sea, who gave the light its 

birth, still cares for me. 

  

V2 God, who made the grass, the flower, the fruit, the tree, the day and night 

to pass, still cares for me. 

  

V3 God, who made the sun, the moon, the stars we see, who sees life’s 

clouds come on, still cares for me. 

  

V4  God, who made all things on earth, in air, in sea, who changing seasons 

brings, still cares for me. 

 

Prayer After Communion 

Presider Almighty God, 

All  once again you have given us what we need: sacrament, one 

another, hope for a better day. With renewed energy we offer ourselves to be 

sent out in your name; hopeful, grateful, useful, leaders of liberation, 

proclaimers of your love. Amen. 

  

Celebrant Glory to God, 

All  Whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask 

or imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in 

Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen. 

  

Blessing  

 

Announcements 

  

Recessional Hymn 393 “Immortal, Invisible”                                                St Denio  
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Dismissal 

 

Followers of Jesus, inspired by the Spirit, serve the world God loves. 

All Thanks be to God. 

 

Choral Benediction  “The Lord Bless You”                                              E. Fred Morris 

                                     The St. James’ Choir 

  

The Lord bless you, the Lord keep you, may his love ever, always surround you; 

protect you and guide you in all that you do; our prayer for you. Amen 

 

Organ Postlude “Grand Choeur”                                                    Theodore Dubois 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 


