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Christmas Day Table Prayer 

  

God of Life,   

Together with the beautiful traditions of decorating the Christmas tree,  

of singing carols and giving gifts, this Christmas dinner is an important 

part of  

our celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ. 

Come, Holy Spirit, Come, and surround our feast day table  

as we delight in this joyous season of Christmas.  

Gift us in this meal with the taste of happiness  

as we savour this coming together of family and friends. 

As sparkling stars and singing angels rejoiced at the birth  

of the Christ Child in Bethlehem,  

so may we take great joy in our Christmas dinner-celebration.  

May You, our God, bless it and us in your holy name:  

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen. 

  

        (Adapted from Edward Hayes, Prayers for the Domestic Church) 

 

 

 

            Office Hours for the Holidays 

 

Wednesday Dec 25th - Closed  

Thursday Dec 26th - Closed 

Friday Dec 27th - Closed  

Monday Dec 30th - Closed  

Tuesday Dec 31st - 9am -3pm 

Wednesday January 1, 2025 - Closed 
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  Dismissal 

 

To a troubled world, 
peace from Christ. 

To a searching world, 
love from Christ. 

To a waiting world, 
hope from Christ. Amen  

 

Postlude   “Joy to the World Jig”                                     arr. Phil Lehenbauer 

  

 

 

We wish to thank  

Brian Lewis and Peter Corbasson and the St. James’ Choir for sharing their 

musical gifts with us this evening. 

  

  

We extend a warm welcome to all who worship with us on this Holy night. 

Tonight, we celebrate the birth of God’s Son, Jesus, and the one whose 

coming brings salvation, new life, and light to the darkness of our world. 

May all people know the hope, peace, love, and joy of this night. Please 

feel free to join us for the Community Breakfast from 8:30am to 9:30am 

and Christmas Day service at 10:00 a.m.  
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songs obtained from ONE LICENSE#a738177.  All rights reserved.  Sunday 10am services 

are recorded and are available on our You Tube Channel. 
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Anthem  “In the Bleak Midwinter”                                        arr. Harold Darke 

The St. James’ Choir 

 

Prayer after Communion 

 

Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this 

meal, we have feasted on your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, so 

that we may be your holy people, revealing your glory made known to 

us in Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. Amen. (Evangelical Lutheran 

Worship (2006) alt.) 

 

Glory to God,  
whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or 

imagine. Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and 

in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Blessing  

 

As the lights are dimmed, we sit in a moment of prayerful silence.  

 

Solo:  “O Holy Night”                                    Alexandra Teske, Lead Soprano 

 

Reading Excerpt from a Child’s Christmas in Wales     Dylan Thomas & 

                Maggie Anderson 

 

Hymn  #119 (CP)   “Silent Night”                                                    Stille Nacht  

 

Recessional Hymn  #138 (CP)  “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”  

                                                                                                        Mendelssohn 
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ST. JAMES’ ANGLICAN CHURCH                 Tuesday December 24th, 2024 

Christmas Eve         

Holy Eucharist - 8:00 pm 

Officiant and Sermon:  The Venerable John  E. Anderson  

Co-Celebrant:  The Reverend Ron McLean & Reverend Carol Hardie 

Director of Music:  Jeff Campbell 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
Music for hymns not in hymn book available at the back of the church. 

 
 

*Word About Our Services*:  

 

If you are visiting St. James this blessed evening, welcome! Almost everything 

you need for this service, you will find in this order of service. Words that are 

printed in the bold face text are to be said by the congregation and you are 

welcome to join in. You will find in your pew a blue hymn book called  

Common Praise. The number for the hymn will be found in the order of  

service which corresponds to the hymn in Common Praise. You will be invited 

to stand during the service but only do so if you are comfortable doing so. If 

you need a glass of water during the service, there is a water dispenser at the 

back of the church near the sound booth; washrooms are found on the  

lower level, through the doors to the left of the pulpit.  

 

7:30 pm Carol Sing    led by Dr. Dean Jobin-Bevans 

 

“In the Bleak Midwinter”                                                                          Traditional 

Maggie Anderson, Soloist    

  

Musical Reflections: 

“A Cradle Carol”                                                                             arr. Dan Forrest 

Christina Bosco, Soloist 

 

Introit   “Gabriel’s Message”                                                     arr. Gould/Pettman 

The St. James’ Choir 

 

Children’s Focus: The Blessing of the Crib                           Rev. Carol Hardie 

 

(Children and parents are invited to join Rev. Carol at the high altar for the 

blessing of the nativity crib.) 
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Let us pray 

that God our Father will bless this crib, 

and that all who worship his Son, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

may come to share his life in glory. 

 

God our Father, on this night  

your Son Jesus Christ was born of the Virgin Mary 

for us and for our salvation: 

bless this crib, 

which we have prepared to celebrate that holy birth; 

may all who see it be strengthened in faith 

and receive the fullness of life he came to bring, 

who is alive and reigns for ever. 
Amen.  (Church of England, 2024) 

 

Processional Hymn  #118 (CP) “O Come, All Ye Faithful”                Adeste Fideles                                  

  

Welcome  

 

Christmas Eve Candle Lighting – The Christ Candle    

  

Hope, peace, joy, and love.  Four candles, four promises continually offered to 

us by God, and all of them manifest in this one we light tonight:  The Christ 

Candle.  In Christ we find the hope of transformation, the peace that follows  

justice, the joy of self-fulfillment in community, and the love that encompasses 

us.  In Christ we find light and life, and the courage to be like him, answering his 

call and following in his footsteps. 

  

We rejoice in God's steadfast presence in our lives, and in God's unique  

presence in the life of Jesus of Nazareth; his voice undimmed by the centuries, 

his call and his promise as clear to us as it was to his disciples so long 

ago.  Come to us, Lord Jesus in our hearts, our minds, our lives.  May the light of 

your life be kindled in us and lead us to the shining truth of God with us, God for 

us, and God in us. Amen. 

 

 13 

And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

Breaking of the Bread 

 

We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world.  
God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light and life. 

 

The Communion 

 

The Christmas gifts of God, for the people of God. Thanks be to God. 
  

Agnus Dei  #745 (CP)                                                                        B. Senchur                                                                                   

   

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world, grant us peace. Grant 

us peace. 

 

Communion: At St. James all are welcome to receive communion. If you 

do not wish communion but want a blessing, cross your arms and the 

clergy will offer a blessing. If you do not wish to drink from the common 

cup, cross your arms and the words of institution will be said. Intinction or  

dipping the bread in the wine is not permitted. If you are not able to 

come to a communion station, please tell the sides person and the  

clergy will bring communion to you. There will be three communion  

stations, and we invite you to go where you are most comfortable.  

 

Music During Communion 

 

Hymn #137 (CP)  “What Child is This?”                                      Greensleeves 

 

Hymn #126 (CP)  “Away in a Manger”                                        Cradle Song 
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On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, a death he 

freely accepted, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had  

given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, 

“Take, eat: this is my body which is given for you. Do this for the  

remembrance of me.”  

 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he 

gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the 

new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of 

sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  

Therefore, Father, according to his command,  
 

We remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection, we await his  

coming in glory; 

  

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord of all; 

presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. We pray 

you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, that they 

may be the sacrament of the body of Christ and his blood of the new 

covenant. Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we, made  

acceptable in him, may be sanctified by the Holy Spirit.  

 

In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ, and make them new, 

and bring us to that city of light where you dwell with all your children; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the 

Church, and the author of our salvation; by whom, and with whom, and 

in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are yours, 

almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 

come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us.   
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Candle Lighting   “Hope is a Star”                                                       Moon Beams 

 
V1 

Hope is a star that shines in the night, leading us on till the morning is bright.  

 
Refrain 

When God is a child there's joy in our song. The last shall be first and the weak 

shall be strong, and none shall be afraid. 

 
V2 

Peace is a ribbon that circles the earth, giving a promise of safety and worth. 

 
Refrain 

 
V3 

Joy is a song that welcomes the dawn, telling the world that the Saviour is born. 

 
Refrain 

 
V4 

Love is a flame that burns in our heart. Jesus has come and will never depart. 

 
Refrain 

 

Love is a flame that burns in our heart; Jesus has come and will never depart. 

When God is a child there’s joy in our song; the last shall be first and the weak 

shall be strong, and none shall be afraid. 
 

Gathering of the Community 

 

Welcome tonight to a celebration like no other! 
This is the night of the Holy Birth! 

 

Let the love of Jesus be born in your hearts and spirits! 
Open our hearts to receive this blessed gift, Loving God. 
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Rejoice, good friends, the Good News is here! 

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hidden. Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 

name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Gloria  #702 (CP)   

Christina Bosco; Lead Alto 

Congregation, please join with the choir on each refrain.      

  

Gathering Prayer 

 

Almighty God, as we prepare with joy to celebrate the gift of the Christ-child, 

embrace the earth with your glory and be for us a living hope in Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. Common Worship: Additional Collects (2004). 

 

Proclamation of the Word  

 

Isaiah’s joyous cry, “For a child has been born for us, a son given to us” and the 

birth of Jesus resonates with each one of us. Historically, Isaiah describes a  

newborn who will become the prince of peace and is a joyous proclamation of 

God’s enduring intention to save God’s people in distress. Isaiah’s reading 

reminds us tonight that Immanuel, God is with us, and that light and peace will 

always have the last word. 

 

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF ISAIAH 9:2-7                                 Patricia Whitfield 

 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in 

a land of deep darkness - on them light has shined. You have multiplied the 

nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the 

harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their burden, 

and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken 

as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the 

garments rolled in blood shall be burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been 

born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is 

named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
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The Great Thanksgiving 

 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth, because in 

the mystery of the Word made flesh you have caused a new light to shine in 

our hearts, to give knowledge of salvation in the face of your Son Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Now with angels and archangels and the whole company of 

heaven, we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name.  

 

Sanctus #732 (CP)                                                       Community Mass/R. Proulx 

 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 

your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who 

comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the 

highest. 

(Please be seated)  

 

We give thanks to you, Lord our God, for the goodness and love you have 

made known to us in creation; in calling Israel to be your people; in your 

Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, 

Jesus your Son.  

  

For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to 

be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us 

from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have 

brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death 

into life.  
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Anthem   “Love is Born”                                                       arr. Joseph M. Martin 

The St. James’ Choir 

 

Prayers of the People                                                       Mae Cox, Lay-Reader 

 

Confession and Absolution 

Holy God, 
we are sorry 

for the things we do and say and think 

which make you sad, 

and for not thinking of others 

before ourselves. 

Please forgive us, 

and help us to love you and other people 

more and more. 

Amen. 

 

May God who loved the world so much that he sent his Son to be our  

Saviour forgive us our sins and make us holy to serve him in the world, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

Peace 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you.  (We greet one another with Christmas joy.)  

  

Offertory Hymn #140 (CP) “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”               Carol 

  

Prayer over the Offerings 

 

Giving God, as we recount the story of your gift of a Saviour on that night 

long ago, we remember there were some who said, “There’s no room”, and 

others who responded, “Come, we’ll make room.” Help us give with a heart 

of abundance and not one of scarcity! On this holiest of nights, let us dwell 

with those whose chorus is, “Come, we’ll make room…,” remembering your 

abundant love for us. In the name of our Saviour and Redeemer, we pray. 
Amen.   
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His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the 

throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice 

and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the 

Lord of hosts will do this. ISAIAH 9:2-7  

 

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.  Thanks be to God. 
 

The waiting for Advent brings us to the threshold of promise, joy, and a sense of 

awe.  This psalm reminds us that God creates everything, and we are to praise 

God— for all the earth, all the nations, all the peoples, and all of creation. 

  

PSALM 96                                                                               Alan Cooper, Cantor 

Congregation, please join with the choir on each refrain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REFRAIN  All the ends of the earth have sent the salvation of our God. 

  

Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the whole earth. Sing to the 

Lord and bless his name; proclaim the good news of his salvation from day to 

day. Declare his glory among the nations and his wonders among all peoples. 

For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; he is more to be feared than all 

gods. R 

  

As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; but it is the Lord who made 

the heavens. Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence! Oh, the  

power and the splendour of his sanctuary! Ascribe to the Lord, you families of 

the peoples; ascribe to the Lord honour and power. Ascribe to the Lord the 

honour due his name; bring offerings and come into his courts. R 

 

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; let the whole earth tremble before 

him. Tell it out among the nations: "The Lord is King! he has made the world so 

firm that it cannot be moved; he will judge the peoples with equity."  
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Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea thunder and 

all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that is therein. R 
 

Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy before the Lord when he 

comes, when he comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world with 

righteousness and the peoples with his truth. R   
 

Taken from what is known as a pastoral letter, the writer is concerned 

about the spiritual health of a congregation. On Christmas Eve, Titus tells us 

that Immanuel brings salvation to all of us.  If we hold to this, we are 

reminded that we can be and will be a people of God—this is our true 

identity. 

 

A READING FROM THE LETTER OF PAUL TO TITUS 2:11-14          Wendy Slattery  

 

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to 

renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives 

that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed 

hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Saviour,  

Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from 

all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for 

good deeds. TITUS 2:11-14  

 

 Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.  Thanks be to God. 
 

The Gospel Luke 2:1-20 

 

Gospel Acclamation Hymn #121 (CP) “O Little Town of Bethlehem”  

                 Verses 1 & 2                     Forest Green                                                       

 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Luke. 
Glory to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 

should be registered.  This was the first registration and was taken while 
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Quirinius was governor of Syria.  All went to their own towns to be 

registered.   Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to  

Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 

from the house and family of David.   He went to be registered with Mary, to 

whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.  While they were 

there, the time came for her to deliver her child.  And she gave birth to her 

firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, 

because there was no place for them in the inn. 
 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over 

their flock by night.  Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 

glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel 

said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of 

great joy for all the people:   to you is born this day in the city of David a  

Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord.  This will be a sign for you: you will find a 

child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’  And suddenly there 

was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and  

saying, 

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

 and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’ 
 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said 

to one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has  

taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.’  So they went with 

haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the  

manger.   When they saw this, they made known what had been told them 

about this child;  and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds 

told them.   But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 

heart.   The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 

heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 

The Gospel of Christ.  Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

Gospel Acclamation Hymn #121 (CP)  “O Little Town of Bethlehem”  

                                                              Verses 3  & 4                            Forest Green  

                                      

 

Sermon Archdeacon John Anderson 


