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ST. JAMES’ ANGLICAN CHURCH 
Ascension of the Lord 
May 29th, 2022 
Holy Eucharist 10:00 a.m. 
Incumbent: The Reverend Canon John E. Anderson  
Director of Music: Jeff Campbell 
___________________________________________________________________ 
Prelude “Hymn Medley”                                                               arr. Kathryn Carpenter 
  
Processional Hymn 247 “ Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise”                         Ascension 
  
V1 Hail the day that sees him rise, alleluia! To his throne above the skies; 
alleluia! Christ, the Lamb for sinners given, alleluia! Enters now the highest heaven! 
Alleluia! 
  
V2 There for him high triumph waits; alleluia! Lift your heads, eternal gates; 
alleluia! He hath conquered death and sin; alleluia! Take the King of glory in. 
Alleluia! 
  
V3 Highest heaven its Lord receives; alleluia! Yet he loves the earth he leaves; 
alleluia! Though returning to his throne, alleluia! Still he calls the world his own. 
Alleluia! 
  
V4  See! He lifts his hands above, alleluia! See! He shows the prints of love; 
alleluia! Hark! His gracious lips bestow alleluia! Blessings on his church below; 
alleluia! 
  
V5 Still for us he intercedes; alleluia! His prevailing death he pleads, alleluia! 
Near himself prepares our place, alleluia! He the first-fruits of our race. Alleluia! 
  
V6 Lord, though parted from our sight, alleluia! Far above the starry height, 
alleluia! Grant our hearts may thither rise, alleluia! Seeking thee above the skies. 
Alleluia! 
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Welcome 
  
Gathering of the Community 
 
(A 21st Century Africana Liturgy Resource: A Gathering Litany for Ascension Day 
from Luke 24:44-53 and Acts 1:1-12) 
  
Let us gather as they gathered on the Mount of Olivet. Let us remember the 
teachings of the law, psalms, and prophets. 
Ride on King Jesus, no one can hinder you! 
 
Let us gather and they gathered when Jesus rose into heaven. Let us remember 
that every sin has been forgiven. 
Ride on King Jesus, no one can hinder you! 
  
Let us gather as they gathered when Jesus rode upon clouds. Let us remember how 
he promised that we’d by clothed in power.  
Ride on King Jesus, no one can hinder you! 
  
Let us gather as they gathered upon a hill so high. Let us remember the ascension 
of our Messiah. 
Ride on King Jesus, on one can hinder you!  
  
Almighty God,  
to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hidden. 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
  
Gloria 679                                                                                                            J. Merbecke 
Glory be to God on high, and in earth peace, good will towards all. We praise thee, 
we bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee, we give thanks to thee for thy 
great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father almighty. O Lord, the only 
begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takest 
away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away the sin of 
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the world, receive our prayer. Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father; 
have mercy upon us. For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; thou only, O 
Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
  
The Gathering Prayer 
Holy God, send your promised Spirit of revelation and wisdom, so that, in the 
blessed freedom of hope, we may witness to the grace of forgiveness and sing with 
joy to the One who makes us one. Amen. (Revised Common Lectionary Prayers 
(2002) alt.) 
  
Proclamation of the Word  
 
A Reading from the Book of Acts 
In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the 
beginning until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions 
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. After his suffering he 
presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs, appearing to them 
over the course of forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While 
staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for 
the promise of the Father. ‘This’, he said, ‘is what you have heard from me;  for 
John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many 
days from now.’ So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the 
time when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to 
know the times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will 
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the 
earth.’ When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud 
took him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up towards 
heaven, suddenly two men in white robes stood by them. They said, ‘Men of 
Galilee, why do you stand looking up towards heaven? This Jesus, who has been 
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into 
heaven.’ Acts 1:1-11 
  
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. Thanks be to God  
  



4 
 

A Reading From the Letter of Paul to the Ephesians 
 I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love towards all the saints, 
and for this reason  I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my 
prayers.  I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give 
you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him,  so that, with the 
eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has 
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints,  and 
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according to 
the working of his great power.  God put this power to work in Christ when he 
raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly 
places,  far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and above every 
name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come.  And he has 
put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things for the 
church,  which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.  Ephesians 1:15-23  
  
Here what the Spirit is saying to the Church. Thanks be to God.  
  
Gospel Acclamation “Open My Eyes That I May See”    
  
V1 Open my eyes that I may see glimpses of truth Thou hast for me; Place in my 
hands the wonderful key that shall unclasp and set me free. Silently now I wait for 
Thee, Ready, my God, Thy will to see; Open my eyes, illumine me, Spirit divine. 
  
V2 Open my ears that I may hear voices of truth Thou sendest clear; and while 
the wave notes fall on my ear, everything false will disappear. Silently now I wait 
for Thee, Ready, my God, Thy will to see; Open my ears, illumine me, Spirit divine. 
  

The Gospel Reading 
 
The Lord be with you, 
And also with you. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke, 
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
 Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with 
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you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the 
psalms must be fulfilled.’  Then he opened their minds to understand the 
scriptures, and he said to them, ‘Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and 
to rise from the dead on the third day,  and that repentance and forgiveness of sins 
is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.  You are 
witnesses of these things.  And see, I am sending upon you what my Father 
promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on 
high.’ Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed 
them.  While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up 
into heaven.  And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great 
joy;  and they were continually in the temple blessing God. Luke 24:44-53  
  
The Gospel of Christ 
Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
  
Gospel Acclamation “Open My Eyes That I May See”    
  
V3 Open my mouth and let me bear gladly the warm truth everywhere; Open my 
heart, and let me prepare love with Thy children thus to share. Silently now I wait 
for Thee, Ready, my God, Thy will to see; Open my heart, illumine me, Spirit divine. 
   
Sermon “Jesus Waits For Us In The Kingdom of God” 
  The Reverend Canon John Anderson 
  
Anthem   “Before the Throne Of God Above“                                          St James’ Choir 
 

Before the throne of God above I have a strong and perfect plea, a great High 
Priest whose name is love, who ever lives and pleads for me. My name is graven on 
his hands, my name is written on his heart; I know that while in heaven he stands, 
no tongue can bid me thence depart, no tongue can bid me thence depart. 
  
When Satan tempts me to despair, and tells me of the guilt within, upward I look 
and see him there, who made an end to all my sin. Because the sinless Saviour 
died, my sinful soul is counted free, for God the Just is satisfied to look on Him and 
pardon me, to look on Him and pardon me. 
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Behold Him there the risen Lamb, my perfect, spotless righteousness, the great 
unchangeable “I am” the King of glory and of grace. One with Himself I cannot die, 
my soul is purchased with His blood; My life is hid with Christ on high, with Christ, 
my Saviour and my God, with Christ my Saviour and my God. 
  
I bow before the cross of Christ, and marvel at this love divine, God’s perfect Son 
was sacrificed to make me righteous in God’s eyes. This river’s depths I cannot 
know,  but I can glory in its flood; The Lord Most High has bowed down low, and 
poured on me His glorious love, and poured on me His glorious love. 
 
The Prayers of the People 
  
Musical Meditation  531  “You Who Dwell”                                      On Eagles’ Wings 
  
V1  You who dwell in the shelter of the Lord, who abide in his shadow for life, say 
to the Lord: “My refuge, my rock in whom I trust!” And he will raise you up on 
eagle’s wings, bear you on the breath of dawn, make you to shine like the sun, and 
hold you in the palm of his hand. 
 

Prayers     led by Beth Morum 
  
Musical Meditation  531  “You Who Dwell”                                        On Eagles’ Wings 
  
V4  For to his angels he’s given a command to guard you in all of your ways; upon 
their hands they will bear you up, lest you dash your foot against a stone. And he 
will raise you up on eagle’s wings, bear you on the breath of dawn, make you to 
shine like the sun, and hold you in the palm of his hand. 
  
Confession and Absolution  
Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; he welcomes 
sinners and invites them to his table. Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s 
forgiveness.  
  
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as 
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ourselves. We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen. 
 
Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon you and deliver you from all your sins, 
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. People Amen.  
  
The Peace (Please stand if able.) 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. And also with you. 
 
(All may exchange a sign of peace with a bow, a smile but please no physical 
contact) 
  
Offertory Hymn 414   “God of the Sparrow”                                           Roeder 
  
V1  God of the sparrow, God of the whale, God of the swirling stars. How does 
the creature say Awe? How does the creature say Praise? 
  
V2 God of the earthquake, God of the storm, God of the trumpet blast. How 
does the creature cry Woe? How does the creature cry Save? 
  
V3 God of the rainbow, God of the cross, God of the empty grave. How does the 
creature say Grace? How does the creature say Thanks? 
  
V4 God of the hungry, God of the sick, God of the prodigal. How does the 
creature say Care? How does the creature say Life? 
V5 God of the neighbour, God of the foe, God of the pruning hook. How does 
the creature say Love? How does the creature say Peace? 
  
V6 God of the ages, God near at hand, God of the loving heart. How do your 
children say Joy? How do your children say Home? 
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The Celebration of the Eucharist 
  
Prayer over the Gifts 
Eternal God, our Saviour Jesus Christ has promised to be with us until the end of 
time. Accept all we offer you this day, and renew us in his transfigured life; for the 
sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
  
Eucharistic Prayer 3(BAS pg. 198) 
  
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
All   And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
All   We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
All   It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  
Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth; we give you thanks 
and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, who was tempted in every way, yet did 
not  sin. By his grace we are able to triumph over every evil, and to love no longer 
for ourselves alone, but for him who died for us and rose again. Therefore with 
angels and archangels and all who served you in every age, we raise our voices to 
proclaim the glory of your name. 
  
Sanctus 719                   Land of Rest 
  
All   Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
   heaven and earth are full of your glory.   
   Hosanna in the highest. 
    Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  
   Hosanna in the highest. 
  
Celebrant  We give thanks to you, Lord our God, for the goodness and love 
you have made known to us in creation; in calling Israel to be your people; in your 
Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus 
your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
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to be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world. In him you have delivered us from 
evil, and made us worthy to stand before you,. In him, you have brought us out of 
error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out death into life.   
 
On the night he as handed over to suffering and death, a death he freely accepted, 
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: this is my body which is given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new covenant, which 
is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do 
this for the remembrance of me.” 
  
Therefore, Father, according to his command, 
  
Acclamation 724 we remember his death, 
    we proclaim his resurrection, 
    we await his coming in glory; 
  
Celebrant and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord of all; 
presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
  
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, that they may 
be the sacrament of the body of Christ and his blood of the new covenant. Unite us 
to your Son in his sacrifice, that we, made acceptable in him, may be sanctified by 
the Holy Spirit.  
  
In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ, and make them new, and 
brings us to that city of light where you dwell with all your sons and daughters, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, 
and the author of our salvation. 
  
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all honour and glory are yours, almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer                                                     D. Haas  
  
And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to sing,  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil, for the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
  
The Breaking of the Bread  
 
Lord, we died with you on the cross.  
Now we are raised to new life.  
We were buried in your tomb.   
Now we share in your resurrection.  
Live in us, that we may live in you.  
 
The Communion 
The gifts of God for the people of God.  
Thanks be to God.  
  
Agnus Dei                       Farlee 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. Lamb of 
God, you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you 
take away the sin of the world; grant us peace; grant us peace. 
 
Communion Music  “Let My Spirit Always Sing”                Spiritsong 
      
 

V1  Let my spirit always sing, though my heart be wintering, though the season of 
despair give no sign that you are there, God to whom my days belong, let there 
always be a song. 
  
V2  Though my body be confined, let your word engage my mind, let the inner 
eye discern how much more there is to learn, see the world becoming whole 
through the window of the soul. 
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V3  Let your wisdom grace my years, choose my words and chase my fears, give 
me wit to welcome change, to accept, and not estrange, let my joy be full and deep 
in the knowledge that I keep. 
  
V4  Let my spirit always sing, to you Spirit answering, through the silence, 
through the pain, know my hope is not in vain, like a feather on your breath trust 
your love, through life and death. 
  
Prayer After Communion 
Eternal Giver of love and power, your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all the world 
to preach the gospel of his kingdom. Confirm us in this mission, and help us to live 
the good news we proclaim; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
  
Celebrant Glory to God, 
All Whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than  we can ask or 
imagine. Glory to God from  generation to generation, in the Church and in Christ 
Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen. 
  
Blessing 
 
Announcements 
  
Recessional Hymn  246 “Hail Thou Once Despised Jesus”                           In Babilone 
  
V1 Hail, thou once despised Jesus! Hail, thou Galilean King! Thou didst suffer to  
release us; thou didst free salvation bring. Hail, thou universal Saviour! Thou hast 
bourne our sin and shame; by thy merits we find favour; life is given through thy 
name. 
  
V2 Paschal Lamb, by God appointed, all our sins on thee were laid; by almighty 
love anointed, thou hast full atonement made. All thy people are forgiven through 
the virtue of thy blood; opened is the gate of heaven; peace is made ‘twixt us and 
God. 
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V3 Jesus, hail! Enthroned in glory, there forever to abide, all the heavenly host 
adore thee, seated at thy Father’s side. Worship, honour, power, and blessing thou 
art worthy to receive; loudest praises, without ceasing, meet it is for us to give. 
 
Dismissal 
Go in peace to love and service the Lord, alleluia! Thanks be to God, alleluia! 
 
 
Postlude “Trumpet Air”                                                                           B. Van Der Hoek 
        Jeff Campbell, organ 
  

We wish to thank Alex Andrews & The St James Choir  
for sharing their musical gifts with us this morning. 

 
Land Acknowledgement  
  
We acknowledge the first people who walked this land before us. The land on 
which we gather is the ancestral territory of the Anishinabek (ah-nish-in-nah-bek) 
Nation, specifically the Chippewas of Rama First Nation. This territory is covered by 
the John Collins Purchase of 1785 and the Williams Treaties.  
  
We gratefully acknowledge the beauty and bounty of the land where we live, and 
our gratitude for the earth, the provider of all that is required to sustain physical 
life. We, as the youngest visitors here upon the earth, must ensure that the earth is 
here for the future generations of all beings that live upon her. 
  
We recognize the enduring presence of Indigenous peoples connected to and on 
this land. We are grateful for the opportunity to gather on this territory and work 
in this community, and we commit ourselves to the work of reconciliation with 
Indigenous peoples. 
 
 ANGLICAN CYCLE OF PRAYER:  

Give thanks for The Right Reverend Andrew Asbil, Bishop; The Right Reverend 

Kevin Robertson, Suffragan Bishop; The Right Reverend Riscylla Shaw, Suffragan 

Bishop and the people and the clergy of the Diocese of Toronto. 
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DIOCESAN CYCLE OF PRAYER: Give thanks for North Peel Deanery. 
  
IN THE HURONIA DEANERY: Give thanks for local hospitality meals. 

 

Loonie Lunch News! 

Thanks to everyone who has volunteered to help with our return to indoor seating 

on June 1st.   Don’t forget we welcome contributions of ingredients each week 

such as fresh vegetables, noodles etc.  It should be an exciting time! 
  

Food Bank Sunday Returns! 
The past two year’s restrictions prevented us from donating to The Sharing Place 
Food Bank. We now have an opportunity to try to make up for it.  The pandemic 
has exacerbated the critical need for so many in our community. 1,450 people rely 
on the food bank each month, 32% of them are children.  In the past, our 
donations are weighed when they are dropped off. We will continue to inform you 
of the weight of our donations from month to month. We are a very generous 
church family.  Please consider picking up a green reusable shopping bag from the 
Narthex and through the month add your donation to it. We will resume Food 
Bank Sunday the first Sunday of each month. The next date for donations is June 
5th.  Thank you for your ongoing support for this most necessary community  
outreach program. 

Sunday, May 29th, 2022 
 

 Churchwardens  Judith Beamish, Cheryl Kellas, Kristie Webster*,  

Leslie Fortune *warden on duty 

Intercessor  Beth Morum 

Worship Team  Robert Duck, Jen Hill 

Altar Guild   Judith Beamish, Shirley Sanders 

Sound & Live Stream Mark Webster, Kristie Webster 

Camera Operator Duncan Campbell 

Greeters   Cheryl Behan, Cheryl Kellas, Bill Kellas (10 a.m.)  

Readers   Polly Burns (8 a.m.) Lisa Walters (10 a.m.) 
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MUSIC COPYRIGHT For use solely with SongSelect Terms of Use All rights reserved 

www.ccli.comCCLI License # 2553786 

 Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A738177 All rights reserved. Permission to 

podcast/stream the music in these songs obtained from ONE LICENSE # A738177 All rights 

reserved. Sunday 10 a.m. services are recorded and posted to YouTube 

 ********************************** 

SPONSORSHIP ORILLIA MINOR LACROSSE  For many years now (except for 
the last two years when Covid eliminated any lacrosse for Orillia youth), St. James’ 
has sponsored a younger team. It has been a joy to watch the little ones running 
around the floor with their little legs barely showing beneath their "St. James’" 
team jerseys. Sometimes if they are really tired - they just stop and lie down to 
catch their breath! On behalf of Community Awareness, we are asking if you can 
donate any amount to cover the $600.00 fee. You could leave a cheque marked 
Lacrosse sponsorship at the office. We are almost back to normal, yay!   Joan Gardy 
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